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National Circumstances 

• Rich in natural resources 

• Based on agricultural  production, with the 

livelihood of the rural population largely 

dependent on natural resources

• Sensitive to climate change and natural 

disasters

• One of the most vulnerable countries in 
the world to effects of CC*

– Most of climate change exposed areas , 

 Delta area (tropical storms, cyclones 
and floods, storm , erosion )

 Dry zone area,(chronic droughts)



Environment and Sustainable Development

Environmental Mainstreaming 

is critical 

for Sustainable Development

Sustainable 
Development

Economic 

SocialEnvironment

At the Sustainable Development Summit on 25 
September, 2015, UN Member States adopted the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, which 
includes a set of 17 SDGs to end poverty, fight 
inequality and injustice, and tackle climate change 
by 2030.



Environmental Governance

Institution

 NCEA (1990)

 Environmental Conservation Committee (2004)

Policy
• Environmental Policy (1994)
• Agenda 21 (1997)
• MDG (2006) and NSDS (2009)

 Lack of environmental consideration: no legal 
framework and political guidance and 
leadership 



Environmental Policy 1994
 To harmony and balance between these through
the integration of environmental considerations
into the development process to enhance the
quality of the life of all its citizens.

 It is the responsibility of the State and every
citizen to preserve its natural resources in the
interest of present and future generation.

 Environmental protection should always be the
primary objective in seeking development."



Environmental Safeguards Policy  & Strategy

• Constitution (2008)

• Environmental Conservation Law (2012)

• Environmental Conservation Rules (2013)

• Environmental Impact Assessment Procedures (2015)

• Environmental Quality (Emission) Standards (2015)



State Constitution 2008 

 Sec. 45

The Union shall protect and conserve natural

environment

 Sec. 390 (b)

Every citizen has the duty to assists the Union

carrying out the environmental conservation



Environmental Conservation Law, 2012

Objectives

Section 3

(c) to enable to emerge a healthy and clean

environment and to enable to conserve natural and

cultural heritage for the benefit of present and

future generations;

(d)to reclaim ecosystems as may be possible which are

starting to degenerate and disappear;

(e) to enable to manage and implement for decrease

and loss of natural resources and for enabling the

sustainable use beneficially;



Political Guidance 

• By Former President U Thein Sein’s inaugural
address to Pyidaungsu Hluttaw (Union
Parliament, 30 March 2012), stating “…we will
lay down a new policy in which we will work for
economic development in parallel with
environmental conservation” .

• By NLD’s Chairperson Daw Aung San Suu Kyi
2015 Election Manifesto, stating “…Where there
is natural resource extraction and usage, we
will lay down appropriate methods so as to
avoid environmental and ecological damage”
and “…We will enact legislation to assess and
evaluate the risks of environmental harm
resulting from domestic and international
investment.”



Environmental Institution

Environmental Conservation and Climate Change 
Committee(ECCCC)

Chairman - Union Minister of MONREC

23 members ( Deputy Ministers and heads of department form  various relevant 
Ministries)

Ministry of Natural Resources and Environmental Conservation

Ministry 
Office 

Forest 
Dept.

Environmental 
Conservation 

Dept.

Myanma
Timber 

Ent.

Dry Zone 
Greening 

Dept

Survey 
Dept.



WC on Policy, Law, Rules . Procedures,
Standards

WC on Industry, Urban and Rural
Development

WC on Natural Resources and Cultural
Heritage conservation

WC on Climate Change Mitigation and 
Adaptation

WC on Environmental Human Resource 
Development, Education and Extension

WC on Green Economy and Green Growth 

Environmental Conservation and Climate Change 
Committee(ECCCC)

Regions/
States
Environmental
Supervision
Working
Committee

Institutions for Environmental  Safeguards



SDGs

National Waste 
Management 
Strategy and 
Action Plan

National climate 
change strategy 
and Action Plan

Green Economy 
Policy 

Framework

National Environmental Policy

The National Environmental Policy: a foundation of
framework for environmental mainstreaming for
decision-making integrated economic and social
development and pathway to sustainable
development:

• Identifying a long term vision for
environmental protection and sustainable
development in Myanmar, supported by key
national environmental policy principles

• providing a framework for establishing
detailed, strategic policy frameworks and
action plans

• setting a basis for enhancing environmental
governance in Myanmar.



National Environmental Policy and Strategy Framework
(Draft)

Vision: Economic development, social inclusion and environmental 
conservation come together in a new paradigm for sustainable development

Mission: Committed to leading integration of Environmental perspectives 
into socio-economic policies, laws, regulations, plans, across sectors

Policy Goals: To contribute to the SD of Myanmar through 
improved environmental Governance

Objectives: To integrate environmental perspectives  into all relevant sectorial policy 
through the implementation of a mainstreaming mechanism

- protect Myanmar’s important ecosystems, natural resources, and natural and cultural 
heritage, and ensure clean living environments

- provide a framework for pursuing sustainable development

lay the foundations for improved environmental governance in Myanmar



Clean environment and healthy, functioning ecosystems

1. Access to a clean and healthy environment is the right of every person and citizen living
in the Union of Myanmar.

2. A resource efficient and zero waste approach to environmental service provisioning
(including solid waste management, wastewater treatment, drinking water purification,
ambient air and water quality monitoring and management) is a necessary part of
infrastructure planning and development for all urban areas. Innovative solutions must
be found and implemented for rural and remote areas.

3. The complete value of Myanmar’s environment – both tangible and intangible and
including its significant spiritual values, ecological assets and cultural heritage – is
recognized and considered in addition to its benefits for humanity.

4. Myanmar’s ecosystems are to be protected and managed in sustainable ways to ensure
their natural functions and resilience are maintained.

5. Myanmar’s natural resources are to be protected and managed in integrated and
sustainable ways to ensure their availability and quality for future generations is not
diminished.

6. The rights of indigenous people to their lands, territories, resources and spiritual
heritage, and their contributions to the respect for and conservation of the
environment and natural resources, is recognized.

National Environmental Policy Principles



Sustainable development

6. Environmental sustainability will always be the primary objective in determining
Myanmar’s economic and social development strategies, which will prioritize low-
carbon and green economy pathways.

7. Recognizing the inextricable link between environment and poverty, environmental
considerations are central to effective people-centered development and will guide
development strategies so that sustainable, green, and equitable approaches to
improved prosperity and living standards are pursued.

8. Economic values of environmental services will be recognized and incorporated in
development policies so that these values are optimized and captured to the extent
possible.

9. Pollution and waste is to be avoided and minimized at the source as more cost
effective than remediation. Enterprises will be encouraged to adopt clean production
principles and industrial best practices that go beyond regulatory requirements.

10. Sustainable and renewable energy for all Myanmar will be achieved through the use of
existing technology and innovations in storage and providing energy for rural and
remote community.

11. Remediation of past environmental damage will be prioritized in development
planning and decision-making to promote green outcomes and give effect to the
polluter pays principle.



Mainstreaming environmental protection and management

13. Gender equality and the emancipation and the empowerment of women and girls will
be integrated in all aspects of environmental protection and management.

14. Environmental education will be promoted at all levels of education to enhance
understandings of the country’s environmental values, challenges and management.

15. Institutional and legal frameworks for implementing environmental policies will be
strengthened through greater collaboration among different institutions within the
government at all levels, as well as with non-government stakeholders.

16. Environmental decision making at all levels will be inclusive, transparent and
accountable to relevant stakeholders, with communities and citizens having the right
to access information that could affect their lives and property.

17. Financial sustainability of environmental governance will be achieved, including
through the application of the polluter pays principle and the use of green financial
instruments.

18. National environmental interest will be given thorough consideration before signing
international treaties. Ratified international treaties and agreements will be honored
in the most environmentally sustainable manner.



Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere
National Environmental Policy Principles 1 & 8

Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition, and promote 
sustainable agriculture

National Environmental Policy Principle 1

Goal 3 Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

National Environmental Policy Principles 1 & 22

Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote life-long learning 
opportunities for all

National Environmental Policy Principle 14

Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

National Environmental Policy Principle 13

Goal 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all

National Environmental Policy Principles 1, 7 & 10



Goal 7. Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all
National Environmental Policy Principles 7 & 11

Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and productive
employment and decent work for all

National Environmental Policy Principles 8 & 14

Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization
and foster innovation

National Environmental Policy Principles 7, National Environmental Policy 
Principle 10, 11 & 12

Goal 10.  Reduce inequality within and among countries
National Environmental Policy Principles 6 & 8

Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
National Environmental Policy Principles 2, 7, 10 & 11

Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns
National Environmental Policy Principles 9 & 17



Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts

National Environmental Policy Principles 4, 7 & 11
Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for
sustainable development

National Environmental Policy Principles 3, 4, 5, 7 & 10

Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems,
sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land
degradation and halt biodiversity loss

National Environmental Policy Principles 3, 4, 5, 7, 10 & 12

Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, provide
access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all
levels

National Environmental Policy Principles 6, 15 & 16

Goal 17. Strengthen the means of implementation and revitalize the global partnership
for sustainable development

National Environmental Policy Principles 15 & 18



Environmental 
SustainabilitySDGs (2030)

The way forward:
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The way forward 

• National Environmental Policy 
and Strategic framework & 
Master Plan 

– National Climate Change 
Policy & strategy 

• Action plan for National 
Climate Change Adaption 
and Mitigation 

– National Green Economy 
Strategic Framework

• Green Economy Green 
Growth Action Plan

– National waste Management 
Strategic policy Framework

• Waste Management Action 
Plan 
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Thank you for your attention

Khinnunusoe.ecd@gmail.com

By cooperating and implementing  the Sustainable Development Goals ; 
2030 Agenda from Every country , let us try to escape from Resource Curse 


