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 What is IHP?

 IHP is the UNESCO intergovernmental scientific cooperative programme 

in hydrology and water resources.
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The United Nations Organization for Education, Science, 

and  Culture (UNESCO) established IHP in 1975, as the 

single intergovernmental programme of the UN system devoted to scientific study of 

the hydrological cycle and to formulating strategies and policy for the sustainable 

management of water resources.

IHP was conceived as an evolving programme, ready to adapt to society’s needs and 

transformations. The Programme is implemented in phases of six years, in order to 

remain prompt in identifying new, emerging problems, alerting decision makers, 

raising public awareness and providing the necessary resources to respond with 

action.

Today, integrated water resources management poses scientific, technical, 

socioeconomic, cultural and ethical challenges. IHP is a multidisciplinary 

programme at the forefront of assuming these challenges. To this end, IHP is a 

prominent UNESCO vehicle for meeting the UN MDGs and SDGs.

 What is IHP?

WHO WE AREWHO WE ARE

 What is IHP?
IHP throughout its successive phases

: shifting to a holistic and integrated approach

IHP throughout its successive phases

: shifting to a holistic and integrated approach
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 What is IHP?

 Water Security and IHP-VIII

Water security is defined as the capacity of a population a) to 

ensure access to adequate quantities of water of acceptable 

quality for sustaining human and ecosystem health on a 

watershed basis, and b) to ensure efficient protection against 

water related hazards (floods and droughts). In this context, 

water security is an increasing concern arising from population 

growth, drought, floods, degradation of water quality, and 

climate change(IHP-VIII “Water security : Responses to local, 

regional, and global challenges”)

UNESCOUNESCO
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◆ Ensuring

– Water Supply in terms of

both quantity and quality

– Healthy aquatic ecosystem

– Sustainable development and

economic growth

 Protecting civil society from 

– Water related disasters,

especially driven from climate change

Key Words for Water SecurityKey Words for Water Security

The Eighth Phase of IHP (IHP-VIII, 2014-2021)
Water Security : Responses to Local, Regional and Global Challenges

The Eighth Phase of IHP (IHP-VIII, 2014-2021)
Water Security : Responses to Local, Regional and Global Challenges
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Water-related Category 2 Centres : 35

Water-related Chairs : 44

Water NetworkWater Network

 AP-HELP Perspectives

HELP is acronym for the Hydrology for Environment, Life and 

Policy which is a cross-cutting program under the International 

Hydrology Program (IHP) of UNESCO. 

The HELP programme was initiated by the international 

hydrological research community and adopted by UNESCO and 

WMO in 1999.

HELP is designed to develop scientific research in the application of 

integrated water resources management (IWRM) through a global 

network of catchments to improve the links between hydrology and 

the needs of society.

What is HELP?What is HELP?
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The central strategy of Global-HELP is to put in place a global 

network of catchments and presently 91 basins in 67 countries have 

been established, dealing with a large number of different research 

topics in hydrology and water resources.

Global HELP ActivitiesGlobal HELP Activities

91 River Basins, 67 countries

Kumho River Basin is an important contributor 

to the AP-HELP and global HELP agenda
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 North America : Lake Champlain, Washita Basin, Willamette Basin

 Central and Southern America : Rio San Pdero Basin(Mexico), 

Reventazon-Parisimina River Basin(Costa Rica)

Sao Francisco Verdaderio Basin(Brazil)

 Europe : Guadiana Basin(Portugal), Motala Strom(Sweden), 

Glowa Danube Basin, Mesta-Nestos River Basin(Bulgaria-Greece)

 Asia & Pacific: Tarim River Basin & Heihe River Basin(China), 

Indus Basin(Pakistan), Murray-Darling  Basin, The Burdekin                 

Catchment & Ord River Catchment(Australia), 

Langat River Basin(Malaysia), Davao Basin(Philippines),

Brahmani-Baitarani Basin(India), Motueka(New Zealand),

Kumho River Basin(Republic of Korea),                       

Upper Kaligandaki(Mustang) River Basin

(Nepal), Syrdarya River Basin(shared by

four countries : Kyrgyz Republic, Tajikistan,

Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan)

Remotely

 Sensed

    Data
Re-analysis

 Data Sets

Internet-Based Transfer of

 Data and Understanding 

Aircraft & Ships

of Convenience

Catchment Monitoring

Ocean

Bouys

 Hydological

Data Rescue

Ocean

Buoys

HELP actions through a global network  of 

hydrological catchments for hydrological 

monitoring and data rescue

International HELP River Basins
(Some Active Examples)

 IHP-VIII with SDGs and SETI

On September 25th 2015, countries adopted a set of goals to end poverty, protect the planet, 

and ensure prosperity for all as part of a new sustainable development agenda. Each goal has 

specific targets to be achieved over the next 15 years.

SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals)SDGs (Sustainable Development Goals)
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SDG 6 (Sustainable Development Goal 6)SDG 6 (Sustainable Development Goal 6)

IHP’s Contribution to the Implementation of SDGs

IHP with SDGsIHP with SDGs
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IHP with SDGsIHP with SDGs

IHP’s Contribution to the Implementation of SDGs

IHP with Other SETIIHP with Other SETI

Climate Change
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IHP with Other SETIIHP with Other SETI

World Water Forums and Panels : WWFs , HELP & HLPW

High-Level Panel on Water

• Co-convened by UN Secretary-General

and World Bank President;

• Aims to mobilize effective action to accelerate

implementation of SDG;

• 10 Heads of States and Government are 

members;

• Mauritius and Mexico as Co-Chairs;

• IHP participation as “Friend of the HLPW”

High-Level Expert Panel on

Water and Disaster

• Convened at the request of the UN Secretary 

General’s Advisory Board on Water and

Sanitation(UNSGAB) in 2007;

• 21 experts in disaster preparedness and

response and international issues;

• Reports on Water and Disaster

World Water Forums
• Participated in many SETI Sessions in WWF7

in Daegu-Gyeongbuk, Korea

• Participating in a number of Sessions in WWF8

in Brasilia, Brazil
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